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3. The resources for 2018 for special political missions presented in this report amount to $151.4
million, which represents an overall increase of $3.6 million compared to the approved resources for
2017. The overall increase is mainly due a lower vacancy rate and higher steps in grade for civilian
personnel, military and police, primarily under the United Nations Office for West Africa and the
Sahel (UNOWAS) and the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). The increases

are partly offset by lower operational costs, mainly under medical services and ground transportation.

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished Delegates,

4. Now | would like to turn to the United Nations Verification Mission in Colombia’s (UNVMC).

The strategic priorities for this mission are based on Security Council resolution 2366 (2017), by which



